
Why Join a Life Group? 

 

Reason # 5: Have Regular Opportunities to Minister to Others 

 

Like most other children, the part about Christmas that I looked forward to the most was PRESENTS!  Yes, my 

parents taught me the true meaning of Christmas, but for me, the anticipation and then finally tearing into those 

presents on Christmas morning was pure bliss.  As a kid, I remember asking my parents if they were sad that 

they didn’t receive as many presents as us kids did, and I remember them saying something like, “I enjoy giving 

presents more than getting them.” 

As a kid, I didn’t understand that one bit.  How could giving someone else an NES (Nintendo Entertainment 

System—yes, I know that dates me) be more enjoyable than receiving one yourself?  But as an adult, I’ve come 

to realize what they were talking about, when they said in essence, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” 

We all go through times of need, and it is really nice to have other people around that can help you out when 

those times come.  But what is even MORE JOYFUL is when God uses a talent, gift, passion, or experience that 

He gave YOU to bless someone else in their time of need. 

That is what 1 Corinthians 12 is all about: how God designed all of us to be a part of the body, each with its own 

purpose and uses, but ALL IMPORTANT to the overall body.  Have you ever injured a part of your body that you 

didn’t think was very important to the overall function of your body (like your pinky toe), only to realize how 

important it really was when it didn’t function properly? 

All of us have something to offer others, whether it be a certain skill, a past experience, 

or a listening ear.  God even uses our painful experiences in life to help others going 

through similar trials—in fact, He delights when that happens.  I don’t know who said it 

first, but it is true that “God never wastes a hurt”.  If you’ve gone through a painful trial 

in your life, God wants to use you to minister to someone else in a similar situation. 

Jesus is the ultimate example of someone who was a servant and a giver, for He said 

about Himself in Matt. 20:28, “The Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve, and to give His life as a 

ransom for many.”  Because God is a server and a giver, and we are made in His image, WE will be most happy 

and most fulfilled only when we are serving and giving. 

When you join a Life Group this fall, you’ll have a group of people that are looking 

out for you, and that you will be looking out for as well.  You’ll have the privilege of 

visiting members of your group in the hospital, making them meals, mowing their 

grass, praying consistently for them, and maybe even fixing the brakes on their car.  

Here at Federated, we want EVERY MEMBER to be a minister, not just the people 

that get paid for it, and Life Groups will be a great place for you to become that type 

of minister, one you don’t need a seminary degree for.  And, if you are like me when 

I was a kid, and you still don’t understand why it is “more blessed to give than to 

receive”, you’ll figure out that mystery when God takes little ole you and blesses the socks off someone else. 


